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Editors and Contributors

About the Editors

Christophe Paulussen  is a Senior Researcher international humanitarian law/ 
international criminal law and Coordinator of the public international law cluster at 
the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The Hague, Coordinator of the Inter-Faculty Research 
Platform ‘International Humanitarian and Criminal Law Platform’ and Research 
Fellow at the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism—The Hague. Christophe 
is also a member of the editorial boards of the journal Security and Human Rights 
and the Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law, member of the Executive 
Board of the Royal Netherlands Society of International Law and a jury member 
of the J.P.A. François Prize (Royal Netherlands Society of International Law). In 
addition to this, Christophe has been involved as project leader in the development 
and implementation of numerous lectures, conferences, databases, including the In-
ternational Crimes Database (www.internationalcrimesdatabase.org), trainings, and 
needs assessment and capacity building missions in public international law-related 
projects.

Tamara Takács  is a Senior Researcher in EU law and Coordinator of the EU law 
cluster at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The Hague, and Academic Programme Co-
ordinator of CLEER (Centre for the Law of EU External Relations). Previously she 
was Assistant Professor in EU law at the Europa Instituut Faculty of Law, Utrecht 
University (2009–2011), where she taught courses on European institutional law, 
law of the EU (including Internal Market, Competition) and international economic 
law (WTO law). Tamara was Adjunct Associate Professor at the American Universi-
ty Washington College of Law (Spring 2011) teaching a course on European Union 
law. A Hungarian national, she obtained her law degree at the University of Pécs, 
received a research master degree in European law (D.E.A.) from the Université 
Nancy 2, and wrote her Ph.D. at Utrecht University and the T.M.C. Asser Instituut.

http://www.internationalcrimesdatabase.org
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Vesna Lazić  is a Senior Researcher in private international law and international 
commercial arbitration and Coordinator of the Private International Law cluster at 
the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The Hague and Associate Professor at Utrecht Univer-
sity. In 2013 she was appointed Professor of EU Civil Procedure at the University 
of Rijeka. Dispute settlement, especially international litigation and commercial 
arbitration, private international law, insolvency and commercial law are the fields 
of her particular interest and expertise.

Ben Van Rompuy  is a Senior Researcher in International and European Sports 
Law at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The Hague and coordinator of the ASSER 
International Sports Law Centre. In addition, Ben is Guest Professor of Competi-
tion Policy at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB). His research focuses primarily 
on the application of EU (competition) law in the sports and media sectors. He 
obtained his Ph.D. in law from the VUB with a thesis on the role of non-efficien-
cy considerations under Article 101 TFEU (published by Wolters Kluwer Law & 
Business in 2012). Ben has been a visiting scholar at Georgetown University Law 
Center and New York University. He is a member of the editorial board of The In-
ternational Sports Law Journal, the ASSER International Sports Law Series and the 
Information Technology and Law Series.

Contributors

Richard Blauwhoff  is a Senior Legal Counsel at the Internationaal Juridisch In-
stituut in The Hague, a research institute and consultancy specialised in matters of 
Dutch and foreign private international law and foreign private and procedural law. 
He studied international and European public law at Utrecht University. His law 
studies generally centered on human rights and European law. Richard also studied 
history of international relations and Portuguese language and literature at Utrecht 
University. At the same university he defended his Ph.D. in 2009 in the field of 
comparative family law, for which he was awarded the Dutch German Jurists Prize 
and the Erasmus Study Prize. Part of his comparative law research was spent in 
Coimbra, Lyon and Marburg. Richard’s working experience at the Internationaal Ju-
ridisch Instituut is focused on private international law, family law and contract law. 
Richard was one of the authors of the Report on Lay Justice (2007) for the Dutch 
Council for the Judiciary and one of the authors of the study conducted on the re-
quest of the European Parliament, A European framework for private international 
law: current gaps and future perspectives, Study IP/C/JURI/IC/2012-009. He also 
is the author of various publications on human rights, international family law and 
private international law.

Jessica Dorsey  is a Researcher at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in the areas of interna-
tional humanitarian law, international human rights law and international criminal 
law and a Research Fellow at the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism—The 
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Hague. Originally from the United States, she received her J.D. in 2008 while con-
centrating on international and comparative law (with distinction), before complet-
ing her LL.M. (cum laude) in public international law in 2010. After her studies, she 
worked on various legal research projects as well as on a human rights initiative for 
the Municipality of Utrecht. In 2011, she was a junior lecturer at the Utrecht Uni-
versity School of Law, where she taught general international law and comparative 
human rights. Jessica also teaches international humanitarian law and international 
criminal law during a summer field studies program with Duke University in the 
US. She is also the Editorial Assistant for the Yearbook of International Humani-
tarian Law, an Assistant Editor for the international law weblog Opinio Juris and 
she collaborated on a project for the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human 
Rights and Counter Terrorism investigating the civilian impact of the use of drones. 
She has also made a name for herself in the use of social media in legal research.

Wybe Th. Douma  is Senior Research Fellow European law and international trade 
law at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The Hague. He has lectured on European law, 
European and international environmental law and issues of sustainable develop-
ment, Dutch administrative and economic law and international trade law at the 
University of Groningen and the T.M.C. Asser Instituut, at numerous universities 
in the EU and its neighbouring countries, South America and Asia. He was team 
leader and Senior Legal Expert in a wide range of legal projects, seconded to the 
legal departments of several Dutch ministries for extensive periods and worked on 
numerous other projects dealing mainly with the relationship between national and 
European law. He publishes frequently on a variety of Dutch, European and interna-
tional law issues. He is an editor for two Dutch law journals, a board member of the 
Centre for the EU Law on External Relations (CLEER), a member of the editorial 
board of the Proceedings of the Estonian Academy of Security Sciences and on the 
board of referees of the Lisbon Law Review.

Antoine Duval  is a Senior Researcher International and European Sports law at 
the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The Hague. He holds a Ph.D. in law from the Euro-
pean University Institute in Florence and studied political science and law in Paris, 
Toronto and Cologne. His main research interest lies in the study of the emergence 
of transnational law in the field of sport. He has recently published on the notion of 
lex sportiva, on the Court of Arbitration for Sport and the application of EU law in 
a sporting context.

Lisette Frohn  is Senior Legal Counsel at the Internationaal Juridisch Instituut in 
The Hague, a research institute and consultancy specialized in matters of Dutch 
and foreign private international law and foreign private and procedural law. She 
studied law at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam. Her working experience (con-
sultancy and lectures) is focused on family law, including the law of succession, 
procedural law and contracts. She is Secretary of the Dutch Standing Commission 
on Private International Law. In that capacity she was involved in the codification 
of Dutch private international law in Book 10 Civil Code. She is a member of the 
Advisory Commission on matters of civil status and nationality. She is a member 



Editors and Contributorsxii

of the editorial board of NIPR (Nederlands Internationaal Privaatrecht) and of the 
editorial board of FJR (Tijdschift voor Familie- en Jeugdrecht). Lisette is the author 
of many publications on private international law, mostly on family law and the law 
of succession, but her publications also include topics such as general principles 
of private international law and commercial law. She was one of the authors of the 
Report on Lay Justice (2007) for the Dutch Council for the Judiciary and one of 
the authors of the Study conducted on request of the European Parliament, A Euro-
pean framework for private international law: current gaps and future perspectives, 
Study IP/C/JURI/IC/2012-009.

Onur Güven  is a Researcher public international law at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut 
in The Hague. His research fields include international arms control and disarma-
ment law, collective security law, international humanitarian law, the law of treaties, 
and general public international law. He studied law at Utrecht University and holds 
an LL.M. in Public International Law. He worked as a legal counsel in contract and 
labour dispute settlements, before joining the Asser Institute in 2012. Furthermore, 
Onur works on the design, writing and implementation of research projects. His 
main research interest concerns the destructive creativity of crisis and conflict in the 
development of international law.

Davor Jancic  is a Senior Researcher in EU law at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The 
Hague. He was previously a British Academy Newton Fellow at the Law Depart-
ment of the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), UK, work-
ing on several postdoc research projects in the fields of EU institutional law, EMU 
reform, EU foreign affairs and EU transatlantic relations. Davor holds a Ph.D. in Eu-
ropean constitutional law from Utrecht University. His doctorate analysed the role 
of national parliaments in EU decision-making processes. He obtained his LL.M. in 
International and European Law cum laude from the University of Amsterdam and 
his LL.B. summa cum laude from the University of Novi Sad. Davor has also been 
a Visiting Scholar at the Centre for European Studies of Sciences Po Paris (2009), 
LSE Law Department (2009), Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence of the University 
of Lisbon (2010) and the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and 
International Law in Heidelberg (2011–2012). In 2011, he won the Europe Award 
for Junior Academics from the Montesquieu Institute, The Hague.

James A.R. Nafziger  is Thomas B. Stoel Professor of Law and Director of In-
ternational Law Programs at the Willamette University College of Law. He is the 
former President and Chair of the executive committee of the American branch of 
the International Law Association (ILA) and former Co-Director of Studies at the 
Hague Academy of International Law. He currently serves on the ILA’s Executive 
Council and is Secretary of the American Society of International Law and Honor-
ary President of the International Association of Sports Law. James has taught and 
written extensively in diverse fields of international and comparative law and has 
authored or edited a dozen books, including International Sports Law, Handbook 
on International Sports Law and Transnational Law of Sports.
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Sacha Prechal  has been a Judge at the Court of Justice of the European Union 
since 2010. She studied law at the University of Groningen (1977–83) and she 
holds a Ph.D. in law from the University of Amsterdam (1995). She started her 
professional career as Lecturer in the law faculty of the University of Maastricht 
(1983–87). Between 1987 and 1991 she was Legal Secretary at the Court of Justice 
of the European Communities and then again Lecturer at the Europa Institute of 
the law faculty of the University of Amsterdam (1991–95). In 1995 Sacha was ap-
pointed Professor of European law in the law faculty of the University of Tilburg 
and in 2003 Professor of European law in the law faculty of the University of Utre-
cht. Since 1 January 2012 she holds this position as Honorary Professor. She is a 
member of the editorial or advisory board of several national and international legal 
journals and a member of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
Sacha is the author of numerous publications on EU law, in particular on judicial 
protection in the EU, on various aspects of the relationship between EU law and 
national law, on general principles/fundamental rights, on EU anti-discrimination 
law and on problems related to EU directives.

Olivier Ribbelink  is a Senior Researcher at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The 
Hague, where he served as Head of the Research Department from 2000 until 2010, 
and Associate Professor at Utrecht University’s School of Law (2010–present). He 
studied international relations and international law at the University of Amsterdam, 
where he obtained his Ph.D. with a thesis on succession of international organisa-
tions. From 1987 until 1997, he was a lecturer in international law at the University 
of Amsterdam. Inter alia, he was the project-coordinator of the 2007 Handbook 
International Law, and Head of the Research Team of the AGIS project on the Eu-
ropean Arrest Warrant for the European Commission. He is a Board Member of the 
Netherlands School of Human Rights Research, and of the International Justice 
Foundation. From 1992–2008 Olivier served as Secretary-General of the Alumni 
Association of the Hague Academy of International Law. He is a member of sev-
eral editorial and advisory boards of international publications. His areas of interest 
include inter alia general international law, international institutional law, state suc-
cession, and the law of outer space.

Steven Stuij  is Researcher in private international law at the T.M.C. Asser Institu-
ut. He completed his law studies at the Erasmus University in Rotterdam. After 
working a short period as a research assistant for the latter institution, he joined the 
T.M.C. Asser Instituut in October 2010. Steven is currently writing a Ph.D. thesis 
on the procedural status of foreign law in the context of European private interna-
tional law. In the course of his Ph.D. research, Steven has been a Van Calker visiting 
scholar at the Swiss Institute of Comparative Law in Lausanne, Switzerland, during 
February and March 2012. He is also involved with consultancy work in private in-
ternational law issues and with training and research projects. Finally, Steven docu-
ments case law and legal literature for the Dutch private international law review 
Nederlands Internationaal Privaatrecht.
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Kinga Tibori-Szabó  currently works as a Legal Adviser for the Legal Representa-
tive of Victims at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon and as an independent legal 
consultant in public international law and international criminal law. Kinga is also a 
qualified attorney in the State of New York, USA. Her monograph, Anticipatory Ac-
tion in Self-Defence (T.M.C. Asser Press, 2011) won the 2012 Francis Lieber Prize 
of the American Society of International Law.

Marco van der Harst  is a Researcher and Ph.D. Candidate in international and 
European sports law at the T.M.C. Asser Instituut in The Hague. His research fo-
cuses primarily on the private law enforcement of EU (competition) law (i.e. the 
effective protection of EU (competition) law as an EU public policy exception) with 
regard to the unchartered territory of national courts’ enforcement proceedings of 
foreign arbitral awards rendered by the Court of Arbitration for Sport. Marco is a 
member of the editorial board of the ASSER International Sports Law Series.

Steffen van der Velde  studied international and European law at the University of 
Groningen. Before graduating in 2009, he spent a summer at the University of Oslo, 
Norway, where he took courses in human rights law and European competition law. 
In February 2011, Steffen joined the T.M.C. Asser Instituut as Researcher EU law, 
in which capacity he is writing his Ph.D. dealing with the integration of the concept 
of sustainable development into future EU FDI policy, with a focus on investment in 
the mining sector of developing countries. Steffen combines the academic activities 
with consultancy activities, working on numerous ‘EU environmental law’ projects 
for the Dutch ministries and EU institutions.




